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THE NATION

Initiative launched to
treat refractive error

AGENCIES
ISLAMADBAD

In order to provide refractive and op
tical services to the people, especially
e by rueal arveas, an indtiative called
lingwoving National Systemns in Paki-
stan for Integrated Action on Refractive
Error [INSPIRE) has boen launched in
Punjab

The initiative has been launched by
Shthtsavers in collaboration with Na-
tonal Programme for Prevention and
Control of Blindness and its provin
cial chapter, o College of Ophthalmaol.
ogy and Allled and Vision Sclences
[COAVS), Mayo Hospital Labuwe

The launching ceremony was held
in Multan on Thursday in which Qa
mar-ue-Zaman  Qasarans, Addition-
Al Secretary Primary & Secondary
Health Degrartment, South Punjab was
the chief guest, while Munazza Gillan),
Country Director Sightsavers Paldstan,
Ur Arif Hussain, Programme Direc-
tor COAVS, Prof Dr Rashiad Qamar Rao,
Head of Eye Department NMC ~ Maltan,
Dy Farooq Ahmed, DHO Medical Servic-

ws, Dr Zatar Igtal, Dirvctor Programme
DG Health Office. attended the event.

District  Sheikhupura and Multan
from Punjab province are the target ar-
eas of the saMd project.

I his remarks, Qumar-we-Zaman
Qasarani sald that INSPIRE project s
addressing one of the most pressing
challenges of unavailability of quality
optician services.

He sald the project Is materialis.
ing the government’s vislon of making
health facilities available for everyone
at grass roots level,

“The five-year INSPIRE project will
reach over a million people with eye
health screening servioes st i
ry health care level while providing
around 200,000 people with refractive
and optical services,” disclosed Munaz-
2a Gillam

She sald that the project will also
make a significant contribution to the
effective scaling up of screcning, rofrac
tive services and eyeglasses provision
and will promote the integration of
these approsches into govermment-led
national programmes

https://www.nation.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2022-09-16/page-10/detail-9
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Sightsavers facilitates govt in providing
optical services in Punjab

Ey Mews desk - September 6, 2022

In order to provide refractive and optical services to people, especially those in rural areas, an initiative called
Improving National Svstems in Pakistan for Integrated Action on Refractive Error (INSPIRE) has been launched by
Sightsavers in collaboration with National Programme for Prevention and Control of Blindness and its provincial
chapter, i.e., College of Ophthalmology and Allied and Vision Sciences (COAVS), Mayo Hospital Lahare.

Alaunch ceremony in this regard was held in which Qamar uz Zaman Qasarani, Additional Secretary Primary &
Secondary Health Department, South Punjab was the chief guest, while Munazza Gillani, Country Director
Sightsavers Pakistan, Dr. Arif Hussain, Program Director COAVS, Professor Dr. Rashid Qamar Rao, Head of Eye
Department NMC - Multan, Dr. Farooq Ahmed, DHO Medical Services, Dr. Zafar Igbal, Director Program DG
Health Office, Dr Waseem ul Hassan Rimzi, Director General Health Services South Punjab and representatives
from Social Welfare, Education Department, [IRMNCH Programme and Persons with Disabilities also attended the

EVEIL

https://pakobserver.net/sightsavers-facilitates-govt-in-providing-optical-services-in-punjab/
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UN chief raises alarm over ‘backsliding’ of democracy worldwide

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said that “across the world, democracy is backsliding". On
rsary of the International Day of Democracy, commemorated on Thursday he said
ric space is shrinking. Distrust and disinformation are growing. And polarization is undermin-

the 15th anniv

ing democratic institutions." He said that “now is the time" to raise the alarm, and “reaffirm that
democracy, development, and human rights are interdependent and mutually reinforcing”.
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Shujat warns politicians of meddling in

army’s affairs

Veteran politician and the head of the ‘king-making’ party in
Punjab, PML-Q
Thursday that politicians should stop interfering in the internal
affairs of the armed forces. His comments came after ousted
prime minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman
Imran Khan demanded that the decision to appoint the next army
chief should be deferred until after general elections.

airman Chaudhry Shujat Hussain, warned

Lahore and Multan
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Sightsavers facilitating Govt in providing
optical services

# Spokesman Report

MULTAN: Inonderto provide refia
and npm'll servicesto people, especi
thase in rural areas, an initiative ..Ilul
Tmproving National Systems in Pal
stan for Integrated Action on Refiac
Error (INSPIRE) has been launched
by Sightsavers in collaboration with
ional Programme for Prevention
nannlml of Blindnessand its provin-
cial chapter, ie., College of Ophthal-
mulug\ ‘md Allied and Vision Sciences

A launch ceremony in this regard

was held in Multan in which Qamar

, Additional Secretary

ry Health Depart-

\h was the chief
Il

Professor [)r thlud Quu.\r Rao, llmd
of Eye Department NMC - Multan, Dr.
Farooq Ahmed, DHO Medical Services,
Dr. Zafar Igbal, Director Program DG
Health Office, Dr Waseem ul Hassan
Rimzi, Director General Health Services

South Punjaband representatives from
Social Welfare, Education Departuent,
IRMNCH Programme and Persons

alsoattended the event.
and Multan
from Punjab provinee are the target
arcasofthe said project, The project has

ry  alreadybeen benefitting many fromover

2 months.

Qamar uz Zaman Qasarani, Addi-
tional Secretary Primary & Secondary
Health I)epanm(-m, South Punyh
said that INSPIRE project is address-
u\,,nm of du most pl\\\ll

preciated the role of Sightsay
and said that this project is materializ-

Siptsomn T‘ .

INSPIRE

health faciliti
grassroot lev

“The five-year INSPIRE. project
will reach over a million people with
eye health screening services at prima-
1y health care level while providing
around 200,000 people with refractive
nd optical services, disclosed Munazza

ilable for everyone at

services and eyeglasses provision and
will promote the integration of these
approachesinto gmvernment-led nation-

collaboration  of

cianry course in Punjab province for the
first time in the history of Pakistan to
produce a capable workforee of quali-
fied and certified opticians to address
the issue of unavailability of quality
spectacles.

On this occasion, Dr. Arif THussain,
Program Director COAVS said that
“Sightsavers and National Blindness
Control Programme have ollbe

ment oachicvingtheobjectives ofglob-

Gillani, Country Director, Sig}
while sharing details of the initiative.
She further said that the Sightsav-
ers, in collaboration with the COAVS,
Lahore, has initiated the INSPIRE
project to assist the development of a

thiscould
have not been possible without public
private partnership. e further added
that unless we provide eye care servic-

the provisio
ithe roleof

pproach to strength-

ing the Government’svision of making

ening refractive and optical services in

health sector in Pakis
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Websites

Voice of Germany: https://newsvog.com/15/09/2022/34504/

Community Vibes: https://community-vibes.com/?p=4618

Community Vibes: https://community-vibes.com/ur/2022/09/16/%d8%hb3%d8%a7%d8%a6%d9%hb9-

%d8%b3%db%8c%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%b2-%d8%a7%d9%88%d8%b1-

%d8%ad%da%a9%d9%88%d9%85%d8%aa-%d9%be%d9%86%d8%ac%d8%a7%d8%a8-%da%a9%d8%a7-

%d8%a8%d8%b5%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%aa-%d8%b3%db%92-%d9%85/



https://newsvog.com/15/09/2022/34504/
https://community-vibes.com/?p=4618
https://community-vibes.com/ur/2022/09/16/%d8%b3%d8%a7%d8%a6%d9%b9-%d8%b3%db%8c%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%b2-%d8%a7%d9%88%d8%b1-%d8%ad%da%a9%d9%88%d9%85%d8%aa-%d9%be%d9%86%d8%ac%d8%a7%d8%a8-%da%a9%d8%a7-%d8%a8%d8%b5%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%aa-%d8%b3%db%92-%d9%85/
https://community-vibes.com/ur/2022/09/16/%d8%b3%d8%a7%d8%a6%d9%b9-%d8%b3%db%8c%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%b2-%d8%a7%d9%88%d8%b1-%d8%ad%da%a9%d9%88%d9%85%d8%aa-%d9%be%d9%86%d8%ac%d8%a7%d8%a8-%da%a9%d8%a7-%d8%a8%d8%b5%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%aa-%d8%b3%db%92-%d9%85/
https://community-vibes.com/ur/2022/09/16/%d8%b3%d8%a7%d8%a6%d9%b9-%d8%b3%db%8c%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%b2-%d8%a7%d9%88%d8%b1-%d8%ad%da%a9%d9%88%d9%85%d8%aa-%d9%be%d9%86%d8%ac%d8%a7%d8%a8-%da%a9%d8%a7-%d8%a8%d8%b5%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%aa-%d8%b3%db%92-%d9%85/
https://community-vibes.com/ur/2022/09/16/%d8%b3%d8%a7%d8%a6%d9%b9-%d8%b3%db%8c%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%b2-%d8%a7%d9%88%d8%b1-%d8%ad%da%a9%d9%88%d9%85%d8%aa-%d9%be%d9%86%d8%ac%d8%a7%d8%a8-%da%a9%d8%a7-%d8%a8%d8%b5%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%aa-%d8%b3%db%92-%d9%85/

