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Call to increase budget for girls’ education

By Our Correspondent July 02, 2022

LAHCORE:Education experts at an advocacy forum while highlighting the vitality of
education towards national progress emphasised on the increased allocation of budget
for girls’ education especially in Punjab.
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According to a press release, Awaz CDS Pakistan arranged the advocacy forum here with a
major focus to highlight the importance of education without any gender bias. Chief
Executive Awaz CDS Pakistan Zia ur Rehman, Prof Dr Qais Aslam, Additicnal Secretary
(P&D) School System Qaiser Rasheed and others spoke on the occasion while a number of

representatives of education sector organisations joined the forum.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/970835-call-to-increase-budget-for-girls-education
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Fuel cost could spur dropout rate’

Over 2 million
children in Punjab
are out of school,
according to stats

@ YOUSUF ABBASI
LAHORE

Expressing concern regard-
ing the 2.2 million out of
school children in the prov-
ince, the majority being
girls, experts have stressed
the implementation of
the Free and Compulsory
Education Act and girls’
right to secondary education
in Punjab.

These thoughts were ex-
pressed in a consultation ses-
sion on the Implementation

of Free & Compulsory
Primary Education Act and
Girls’ Right to Secondary
Education, organised
by the Awaz Centre for
Development Studies and
the National Commission
for Human Rights,

The major focus of the ses-
sion was to emphasise nec-
essary initiatives to ensure
the primary education of
children and to reduce the
dropout rate of girls from
secondary schools, in order
to guarantee economic and
social stability through an
educated population,

Awaz CDS Chief Executive
Mohammad Ziaur Rehman,
National Commission

for Human Rights
Commissioner Nadeem
Ashraf, School Education
Department Director
Chulam Farid, MPA Uswa
Aftab, Ayesha Igbal and
other academics and NGO
members attended the
consultation.

In his opening remarks,
Ziaur Rahman highlighted
the significance of girls’
quality secondary education
and explained the grey areas
in the way of girls’ education
in Punjab.

He urged the Punjab
government to immedi-
ately notify the already
approved Punjab Free and
Compulsory Education Act

2014, He stressed the need
for an increase in educa-
tion budget, as develop-
ment allocations are only
being made to the Punjab
Education Foundation
(PEF) and Punjab Education
Initiative Management
Authority (PEIMA),

He warned that the fuel
price hike is causing girls to
leave schools, particularly
after sumimer vacations.

The commissioner of the
National Commission for
Human Rights discussed
the bottlenecks and chal-
lenges in implementing
the free and compulsory
education act and ensuring
girls’ basic right to educa-

https://tribune.com.pk/epaper/news/Lahore/2022-07-

Speakers urged the
govt to notify the
Implementation of
Free & Compulsory
Primary Education Act

tion for moving the nation
towards stability.

MPA Ayesha Igbal stressed
that Covernor Balighur
Rehman should get the
education act notified with-
out delay,

MPA Uswa Aftab stressed
the importance of ensuring
that every child is getting
basic education and the
country is progressing to-
wards achieving the SDGs.
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Education experts at an advocacy forum while projecting the vitality of education towards an educated society and
national progress have emphasized on the need for girls education with more focus on the increased allocation of
budget for this sector especially in Punjab.

The advocacy forum was arranged by the Awaz CDS Pakistan here with a major focus to highlight the importance of
education without any gender bias and raize demand for sufficient budgetary allocation for education sectar.

https://pakobserver.net/increase-in-budget-to-ensure-free-education-urged/
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Experts call for increase in
education budget in Punjab

LATORE, July 1: Education
experts at an advocacy forum
while projecting the vitality of
education towards an educat-
ed society and national
progress, have emphasized on
the need for girls education
with mare focus on the in-
creased allocation of budget
for this sector especially in
Punjab. The advocacy forum
was arranged by the Awaz
CDS Pakistan here with a ma-
jor focus to highlight the im-
portance of education without
any gender bias and raise de-
mand for sufficent budgetary
allocation for education sector.
Chief Executive Awaz CDS
Pakistan Zia urRehman; Pro-
fessor of Economics, Universi-
ty of Central Punjab, Lahore,
DrQaisAslam, Additional Sec-
retary (P&D) School System
Qaiser Rasheed, and Director
General of Punjab Assembly
AnayatUTishLak; spoke on the
oceasion while a number of
representatives of education
sector organizations joined the
forum. In his opening re-
marks, Zia urRehman gave an

numbet of barricades in terms
of social circumstances, sccess
to schools, paucity of public
funds, lack of furniture and
other faclities. According to
him, these bottlenecks can be
removed significantly if the
provincial govermnment priori-
lized this important sector by
earmarking an  increased
chunk of the budget. He said
that according to the Pakistan
Bureau of statistics (PSLM
2019-20), 16% urban while
28% rural children of Punjab
are still Out of School whereas
percentage of out of school
chiklren is increasing which
shows a need of great serious-
ness towards education as we
have the one of the largest pool
of young people who will go
wasted otherwise. Additional
Secretary (P&D) School Sys-
tem Qaiser Rasheed acknowl-
edged the irritants towards
equal opportunities, especially
in remote areas. Ie threw light
on the budget allocated for ed-
ucation, especially girls educa-
tion. He further said that Chief
Minister Punjab, Mr. Hamza

the province, [1e said that free
compulsory education can
play a significant role in en-
sunng education to all with in-
creased students enrolment at
schools. He said that the
provincial government's ini-
tiatives towards free and com-
pulsory education is a signifi-
cant initiative and mentioned
provision of free text books to
students on annual basis. He
assured to also take up the is-
sue of delayed notification of
the Punjab Free and Compul-
sory Education Act 2014 with
the relevant government au-
thorities as it would pave the
way towards provision of

1al and quality education to
all. Education Champion-Ms.
MariumAmjad shared that
according to Economic Sur-
vey of Pakistan 2021-2022,
25.7 million children were en-
rolled in Primary classes (I-V)
and Out of these 11.7 million
(45.5%) were girls. It is inter-
esting to note that only 8.25
million went up to the next
level (Middle stage of VI-VIII
classes) and out of which 3.8

https://dailynht.com/news/story/96628
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Experts call for increase in
budget to ensure free education

Advocacy forum highlights importance of education without any

gender bias

> Our Correspondent

ISLAMARALY: Education experts ot an
advocacy Borvim while pevgocting the vital
ity of education twaeds 25 educatod soci-
ety and national progress, have empha-
sizd on the tsweed for gir
e focus on the menessed allocation of
badget for this soctior especially ba Punjab,

The advocacy fonim was arramged by
the Ao CDIS Palistan heve with n magor
focus 1o highlgght the inportaese of cduca-
tion without any onder biss and e
demand for sfficient bodgetary allocns
tiom for edscation soclor,

Chief Exceutive Awaz CDS Pakistan
Zia ur Rehinasy, Profesor of Eoonotsios,
University of Contral Punjaby, Labwev, Dy
Qi Ashane, Additional Secretary (P&D)
Schood Syvern Qaiser Rashord, and Direc-
tor Genernl of Punjeb Assemnhly Ansyat
Ullah Lak; spobe on the oocsion whak:
o ememiber of roprosestatives of edocation
sevion ongan beathoos jodned the forum.,

T biix opensing reonarks, Zaa ur Rehisan
soeve an overview of the educational facil-
Wies i the Panjad provinee in tenms of
wender and region. He explained that
edocation plays & vital role in shagdeg up
an echucatod sod shillod society that keasds
80 national econcamie prospenty

He firther emplasiaxd wpon the
presincial govormment to ensare equal
s well as guality education ke off arces of
the provinee withoet any descrimdsation.

To mchieve this gral, the Awaz CDS Paki-
stan Chibef Executive ungod the gover
ment o insmediately notify the P
Froe and Compralsory Edocation Ad 2014,

In his remarks, Dr. Qads Asbun froen
the University of Central Pargah saded that
the cnrrent iversll eduention keved in the

edueation with

provimee ks not up to the mark s there
still exint o psnbaer of haerioadon in terms
of social ciroamstances, acoess %o schools,
penscity of public funds, keek of furmitere
annd other Baciltion.
Accondisg to hin, these botthosocks can
b remoned sigrafauntly if the penincal
gwvernment poioritioed this imgortant
sector by canmuarking an ncroased chank
of the bodget, He said that acconding to
the Pakistan Bureao of statisties (PSLM
2019-20), 16% urban while 25% rural
chilibren of Punjab are il Out of School
wheteas pereentage of oot of schoal chil-
dren s imervasing which shows a oced of
rent seriousicss towands edhacation as we
herve the vtie of the langest poal of young

prople who will gn wasted othorwie

Additional Secretary (PED) School
Svstem (uiser Rashood acknowdedgnd
the Imitants towards ogual opportuni-
thon, expeciadlly i remaote arss. He theew
Jight ce the hodget alkoratid for education,
especially girks edocatson. e further said
that Chisef Minister Punjab, Mr. Hamza
Shohibour bas already called for briefings
vt cxbacationn sevtoe sl e apgreciatid
the afternoon schools progrmns.

He bigghlighted the impoctance of Accel-
crated Lenrning Programs (ALPS)
vocational trainings adosggwith scly
shige given to usderpeiboged childeen
and parcents of commumitios working at
Besch Miles, He, however, sabd thet despite
these ock] Bactors the peovineal govern-
ment s making all-out efforts to enswre
poovishon of Decditios st schools meroms the

prosines

Asuayint Ullads Lak shuredd the Mstory of
Frov and Comspedsary Eaducation Act sexd
e endorsesd that the girks education is oot
getting the level of serousness reguinad so

cnvoure quality education for girks in the
penvince, He sakd that free compulbaoey
ochucation can play a significunt role in
cesuring oducs th kncreascd
stuckents enrolisent at sehooks. Hee said
thaa the peovineial government's initistives
tomards free snd compulsory educition
is a signifiosat initiative and mestioned
pruvision of free test hooks to students
om annual hasis,

He asssared to also take up the issue of
debayed notifieation of the Pumjal Free
sond Comnpbory Fidacation Act 20714 with
Uhe pedevint governiment anthoribaes o it
would penve the winy Sooaeds prosision of
el and quality cdocation to all

Eduction Cluangeon-Ms, Marsun
Amjad sbaared that acconling to Feonom-
I Survey of Pakistan 20214
million chikdren were enrolled in Prima-
ry chasses (V) and Out of these 117
eillion (45.5%) were girke 1t is mtonost-
poto that oaly 325 million went vp
o the mext eved (Middle stage of VI-VI-
11 clasoun) 2ol cnnt of which 3.8 million
(#6.07%) were girls and ooly 2.5 million
et theis metric (elass X) and reached
nter hovel, ont of which 1.3 millon (52%)
were girls. She demanded sttention froom
! b Gonvernimesdt in Sorm of dockaring
Eduvcation Emergency in the provinee

A question-answer session fllowad
the discussion, where the participents
ralsed sedated questions roganding coetri
bution on the part of private soctor and
the government initiatives on froe and
cumpulsory edecation in the peovinee.

T b conchufiongg rermarks, Chief Fxre-
utive Awiee CDS Pakistan Za ur Bebanan
thambked the stakebaklers, exports amd
other pasticipants for giviog thesr inpots
on the ndvocsy forum agenda.
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Experts call for increase in budget to
ensure free and compulsory

LAHORE, JUL 1 /DNA/ - Education experts at an advocacy forum while projecting the
vitality of education towards an educated society and national progress, have emphasized
on the need for girlseducation with more focus on the increased allocation of budget for
this sector especially in Punjab.

https://islamabadpost.com.pk/experts-call-for-increase-in-budget-to-ensure-free-and-compulsory-
education-in-punjab/
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